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and sat down to  die on the banks of the Ganges, then Vyasa,1
Vasishtha,2 Bharadvaya,3 Katyayana,4 Parasara,5 Narada,6 Viswa-
mitra,7 Vasudeva,8 Jamadagni,9 &c., [in all]  88,000 Rishis came,
and having spread [their] seats, sat down in rows, [and]   each '
having reflected deeply [on his] own doctrine, began to rehearse

1   Vydsa means " the arranger" ;   it  is  the  name or  title conferred on the
reputed arranger of the hymns of the Rig-veda, the Puranas, the compiler of the
Mahabharata, and a number of other works, and the founder of the Vedanta
philosophy.    He was the son of Parasara, and by command of his mother, became
the father of Dhritarashtra  and Pandu (whose children fought out the Maha-
bharata contest), and Vidura, and S'uka, the narrator of the Bhagavata-Purana, the
Tenth Section of which book is the Prem-Sagar.    Vyasa is commonly known as
Krishna-Dwaipayana, because he was of dark complexion (krishna), and born on
an island (dwtpa).

2   Vasishtha means "most wealthy."    He was a famous saint of Vedic times,
who specially cherished a miraculous cow, called Nandini,  who conferred all
desired objects on him.    He was the great champion of Brahmanic exclusivenes?,
and violently opposed Visvamitra, the saint of the military caste, who assumed
priestly functions.    Vasishtha is stated to have descended from Mitraand Varuna,
solar deities, and to have been the family priest of Sudas, Ikshwaku, and Rama-
chandra, royal personages of the solar race.    He is the Rishi, or author, of the
seventh Mandala of the Rig-veda.

3  Bharadvaja means " one of Bharadvaja's race "; a name applied to a great
many  people famous in Brahmanic lore,  but here  it means   Drona,  the pre-
ceptor of the Kauravas and  Pandavas.    This Drona played an important, part
throughout the Mahabharata contest, and afterwards became king of a part of
Panchala.

4  Kdtyayana is the author of several famous works on grammar and  ritual.
He added the supplementary rules, or Vartikas, to  Panini's Grammar; and he
was the author of a grammatical treatise explanatory of the Yajur-veda, and of a
celebrated liturgical work for the use of Advaryu priests, who performed all the
manual functions at the sacrifices, such as preparing the ground, adjusting the
vessels, procuring the animals, lighting the fire, killing the creature offered, &c.
Katyayana is considered to be the same as Vararuchi, the author of the Prakrita-
prak&sa, or grammar of the local dialects of ancient India.

5  Par Mar a was the son of Vasishtha and father of Vyasa ; but his genealogy is
unsettled.    He is the author of some hymns of the Rig-veda, and was also the
compiler of a law-book.    His name and association with Vasishtha suggest a
connection with Parasu or Parasu-Rama, the destroyer of the Kshatriya race.

6  Narada was one of the divine Rishis or saints, and author of several hymns
in the Rig-veda.    Mythologically he acts as messenger to the gods, and is spoken
of as a son of Brahma.    In the later literature he appears as the friend of Krishna,
and as a kind of patron saint of music.

7  Visvdmitra,  "the friend  of all";  a famous  Kshatriya,   descended  from
Pururavas of the Lunar race.    He is also said to have been the brother of Satya-
vati, the mother of Jamadagni and grandmother of Parasu-Rama ; and the whole
of the hymns of the Third Mandala of the Rig-veda are ascribed to him, and
members of his family.    He is chiefly famous for his attempt at first to induce
Vasishtha to confer spiritual power upon him; and afterwards for his success in
forcing himself into the priesthood in despite of the violent antagonism.of his
opponent.    He is accounted the father of S'akuntala.

*> Vdsudeva, " son of Vasudeva," is an epithet of Krishna. Vasudeva was the
son of S'ura, a descendant of Yadu of the Lunar line ; and he was the brother of
Kunti, mother of the Pandava princes, who were thus cousins of Krishna,

9 Jamadagni, "blazing fire/' was descended from Bhrigu, progenitor of the
great Bhargava family. He was only sixth in descent from the god Brahma, and
was the. father of Parasu-Rama, the destroyer of the Kshatriyas. He is related
to have joined Visvamitra in antagonism to Vasishtha.